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By the King. 


A Proclamation to informall Our loving Subjects 
of the Lawfulneſſe of Our Commiſsions of Array, iſſued 


into the ſeverall Counties of Our Realm of England, and Dominion of 


les, and ot the uſe of them: And commanding them to obey Our Commiſſioners 
therein named, in the Execution of their ſaid Commiſſions, 


Hereas, by the Lawes of this Land, the Ordering and Govern- 


ing of the Militia of the Kingdom, foꝛ the pꝛeventing and ſuppꝛeſſion of all Invas⸗ 
ons and Rebellions, hath (as a moſt known and undoubted Right and Pzero- 
gative) belonged in all time ſolely to Our Selfand Our Pꝛogenitoꝛs, Kings of 
England. And acco2dingly ie have heretofoze awarded Commiſſions of Lieu⸗ 

#1} tenancy into the ſeveral Counties of this Dur Realm, foꝛ the governing and 

#7 crerciſingof the Souldioꝛie and Trained Bands there, like as Queen Elizabeth 
and Our dear Father, both of Happy memo, had done befoze Gs. Ind therein 
(amongſt other things) gave power to tac Commi:itoners in cach Countte, to 
Leavie, call toge:her, Arm, Arrap. Train, and Muſter our Subjects inhabit- 
ing in the ſaid ſeverall Counties, and to Conduct and lead them againſt all Our 
Enemies, and all &. bels and Craitoꝛs from time to time, as often as need ſhould 

require. 

All which Commillions (althougy We did. ſince the beginning of this Parliament. grant the like foz the Coun⸗ 
ty of Vork, to the now Earl of Eſlex, with the pꝛivitie of both Our Youſes of Parliament, and without excep⸗ 
tion from either) have, without hearing any ot Oar Councell learned, been ſince Moted in Our ſaid Houles of 
Parliament to be illegall and void; the reaſon whereof we have not yet been infoꝛmed ok, noꝛ can imagine: Foꝛ 
that neither any illegall Clauſe it any ſuch be) in thoſe Commiſſions, noꝛ any erceſle oꝛ abuſe of their Authozity, 
by any Lieutenants oꝛ their Deputies, in raiſing of moneys,taring of the inhabitants, oꝛ other wiſe could, by Law, 
make void any ſuch Powers as in themſelves were lawfull to be granted and put in execution. | 

And whereas, in caſes of danger and neceſlity , it had been moze ſutable to the condition ok the times, 
and the good liking of Our Subjects who cannot be well pleaſed with any new waxes , how ſpecious ſoever) 
that Our Youſes of Parliament ſhould have taken Oꝛder that Our Commiſſions of Lieutenancte (the 
Courſe whereof had ſo long continued) ſhould, fo2 the pzeſent , have been put in execution, at leaſtwiſe ſuch 
part thereof as was undenia bly and unqueſcionably legall, and was ſufficient foꝛ the purpoſes befoze mentioned, 
oꝛ that ( acco2ding to the like Pzeſidents in koꝛmer times) they would have deſired Us to Have granted new 
Commiſſions of that nature, omitting ſuch clauſes as might juſtly have been excepted againſt, which we 
would not have denied, and not to have called in ſo ſuddenly foꝛ thoſe Commiſſions to be cancelled, as was 
done (though We know not by what Law) in Our Youle of Peers, Pet notwithffkanding, Our two 
Youſes of Parliament, in ſtead of ſuch Our Commiſſions, under pꝛetence of evident and imminent danger, 
and urgent and inevitable neceſſity of putting Our Subjects 5nto a Poſture of Defence, have made a late Oꝛ⸗ 
derfo2 the ſetling of the Militia, under the name of an Oꝛdinance (which two oꝛ thzee ſeverall times had been 
refuſed bythe ma joꝛ part of Þ:ers ) and being made, not only without, but againſt Our Conſent (rhe rea- 
ſons whereof are ſufficiently known to all Our Subjects is not onely without any one warrantable Pzeſident of 
fozmer times as we beieeve) but (as Me are well aſfured void in Law. 

Wherefoze , out of the care which ide have of Our people, leſt under the pꝛetence of danger, necelli⸗ 
ty. and want of Authoꝛitie from us to put them into a Militarie Poſt:;re, they ſhould be dꝛawn and ingaged in 


any oppoſition againſt Us oꝛ Our juſt Authoꝛitie; and that chey may now they are by Us otherwile 
fo2 # ſecured againſt all juſt cauſcs of Feares and Dangers, and from any Foꝛce in a legali war toz we 4. 
ved to rule # govern, Our Subjects accoꝛding to Our known Laws onely) Me have thought lit. foꝛ the p. 
hereby thus timely to publiſh and declare, That we have awarded into the ſeveral Counties of Or © . 
dom ol England and Dominion of Wales, Our ſeveral Commiltions of Array ; thereby giving power io icc- 
rall Perions of Honour, Reputation and Cftate in the ſaid Counties, foz the ſafetie and defence ot cis. Our 
Kingdom, and Our good Subjects from time to time, as it ſhall be needfull to Array, Train, Arm, and 
Muſter Our Subjects inhabiting in the ſaid Counties, and in caſeof imminent danger to conduct and lead 
them fo: the deſtruction of Our Enemies, and in the defencc of their Countrey and the Kingdom. 

Which power of granting Commillions foz the defence of das and Our Kingdoms. as it is inherent in Us, and 
inſeparable from Our Crown, ſo it hath been warranted by Pzeſidents of the line Commiſſions in all Ages, 


both befoe and ſince the grant of the great Charter hy King err y the third, down to the very time that Com- 
millions of Licutenancic were granted,and was agreeed to be legali even by the two learned Judges, Sir George 


Crook, and Sir Ri char Hutton, amongſt all the reſt) in their Arguments, which concluded on the SDubzecrs 
part in Our Ercyequer-Cyamber in Maſter Hampdens Caſe, as by the ſame now lince pzinted) may appear, to⸗ 
gether with divers particular Kecozds in ſeverall Ages therein mentioned, to which many moze may be ad- 


ded. | | 2 

And in theſe Our Commiſſions, to pzevent all manner of Exception, We have, in the powers given to 
Our Commillioners , in all points followed that Commiſſion of Array , which was agreed upon by the King 
and both Youſes of Parliament, after conference with the Judges of the Kealm, in the fifth peer of King 
Henry the fourth, and was done upon the deſire of the Commons, to have ſome altcrations from fozmer Com- 
millions in certain overſtrict Clauſes , whereunto nevertheleſſe no exception was taken fo2 the legalitie, but the 
Kings Allent acknowledged as an Act of great Gzace , as appeareth by the Parliament Rolls of that reer. 
Since which time Commilitons of Array have frequently iſſued foz pꝛevention of danger, either of Enemies 
abꝛoad 02 at home in both which reſpects Our Youles of Parliament have voted this Kingdom to be in dan⸗ 
ger) the ſame being indeed the old oꝛdinary way foz the pꝛeler vation ofthe King and Bingdom, who muſt not 
delay their pzcparation till ſuch danger bzeak fozth into Action, and ſo perhaps p2ove too late. And 
theſe Commaiſions of Array were not diſcontinued, till by reaſon of the Commillions of Lieutenancie \ which 
in ſubſtance contained the powers given by thoſe Commiilions of Array) they came to be of little uſe, 

And. whereas by the Statue of the fourth and fafth yeers of the Reign of Philip and Mary King and 
Qucen of England, it is enacted. Chat if any perſon oz perſons that ſhall be commanded generally oꝛ ſpecially 
to Muſter atoꝛc any ſuch as ſh3:il babe Authoꝛity o2 Commandment koꝛ the lame, vp, oꝛ from the King, 02 
by any Licutenant, Warden, oꝛ other perſon oz perſons authozized fox the ſame, do willingly abſent hum oz 
themſelves from the ſame AI.iſters, having no true and reaſonable ercuſe of Sickneſſe. oꝛ other lawfull Jm: 
pediment, 02 at their apparcnce at ſuch Wulters, do not being with themluch their beſt Furniture, oꝛ Array 
and Armour, as he oꝛ thev ſhall tyzn have foz his oz their own perſon in readineſle, that ſuch perſon oz per⸗ 


* 


ſons ſhall, fo: every ſuch default and offence, incur ſuch penalties, and to be intlicted in ſuch manner as by 

the ſaid Statute are limited. Which Statute is in full tozce, | | 
Me do therekoꝛe, by this Our P2oclamation, erpzelly charge and command ail Dur Sheriffs, Juſtices of 
Peace. Majoꝛs, Balis. Conſtavles, and all other Our Okacers, and other Our loving Subjects of Our 
land, and Dominion of Wales reſpectively, Tyat they be attending, aiding, alliſting. 


ſeverail Counties of Eng | | | | 
counſelling, and at the commandment of the ſaid Commillioners of Our ſeveral. Counties reſpectively in the 
execution of their Commiſlions, as they will anſwer the contrary at their utmoſt perils, 


And Although we can nothing dou: tihat any ol Our loving Subjects 5 ail oz will oppoſe oz hinder Our 
tand Commeſtoners in the Erccution of tyeir ſaid Commillions, by putting in Execution any Power to..ch- 
ing che Militia, not Marranted by Our Auchozitr, or otherwile diſturbing Our laid Commtſſtoners in Execu⸗ 
tion of Our Service, conſidering the extreme danger wherein tach Act may, upon the ſcveralt Circumſtan⸗ 
ces, by the ict conſtruction of Law involve them: Pet, left any ili · aflected Perſons, too tar pꝛeſuming upon 
Our Clemencie, and in hope of impunitie oꝛ pardon, ould dare to offend Us and Our Laws, contrary to 
this Dur Pꝛoclamation; We do hereby declare to ait Dur Subjects, That whoſoever ſhall, after this Our 
Pꝛoclamation publiſhed, do any thing in oppoſition of Our Commiſſioners, by diſobeying their Commands, 
accoꝛding to Law, oꝛ putting in Execution any other Command concerning the Milina of Our Kingdom, con- 
trary to Law, We ſhall account them unwoꝛthy of Our Gꝛace and Mercy, and ſuch as mult expect, that Ju- 
ſtice how penall oꝛ capitall ſoever it be) ſhall be done upon them accoꝛding to their demerits, 


Given at Our Co rt at York the twentieth day of Fane, in the eighteenth yeer of 
Our Reign. 1642. 
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«| mprinted at London by Robert Barker, Printer 


to the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty: And by the 
Afsignes of Jo HY BILL 1642. 


